
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  



Zion St. John Lutheran Church 

Being the Body of Christ  
Pastor Kim Wills  422 Sherman St., Box 269, Sheffield, IA  50475  

Phone: 892-4010   Cell:  641-425-9453   Email: pastor@zionstjohn.org 

  

October 25, 2026     9:00 am    Reformation/ Confirmation 
  

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

  

PRELUDE    

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  

Stand 

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

  

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen 

  

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 

inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 

worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

  

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

  

Most merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot 

free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 

have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight 

in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen 

  

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and 

made us alive together with Christ. By grace we have been saved. In the 

name of ☩ Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen 

us with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in our hearts 

through faith. Amen 



 

GATHERING SONG    Amazing Grace   #779 

  

GREETING 

  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.    And also with you. 

  

HYMN OF PRAISE 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

  

Let us pray.  Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy 

Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your 

faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort 

them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and 

bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. Amen 

 

 



Sit 

SPECIAL MUSIC  God Chose Us     ZSJ Chancel Choir   

 

FIRST LESSON:  Jeremiah 31:31-34 

  
 31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a 

new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not 

be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by 

the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they 

broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. 33But this is the 

covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says 

the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; 

and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they 

teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall 

all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I 

will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 

  

The word of the Lord.                  Thanks be to God. 

  

SECOND LESSON:  Romans 3:19-28 

  
 19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who 

are under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole 

world may be held accountable to God. 20For “no human being will be 

justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law 

comes the knowledge of sin. 

 21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been 

disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness 

of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no 

distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24they 

are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in 

Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his 

blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, 

because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously 

committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous 

and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 

 27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By 

that of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is 

justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law. 

 

The word of the Lord.                  Thanks be to God. 



Stand 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

GOSPEL:  John 8:31-36 

  

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

  
 31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue 

in my word, you are truly my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and 

the truth will make you free.” 33They answered him, “We are descendants 

of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by 

saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 

 34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who 

commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent place 

in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36So if the Son makes 

you free, you will be free indeed.” 

  

Gospel of the Lord.               Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  

  

SERMON  

  

HYMN OF THE DAY A Mighty Fortress             #504 

   

 

RITE OF AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM           p. 234 

 

 



Presentation for Affirmation of Baptism 

 

I present  ____________, who desire to make public affirmation of their 

baptism.  

Let us pray. Merciful God, we thank you for these brothers, whom you 

have made your own by water and the Word in baptism. You have called 

them to yourself, enlightened them with the gifts of your Spirit, and 

nourished them in the community of faith. Uphold your servants in the 

gifts and promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom you have 

brought to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ. Amen 

  

Profession of Faith 

  

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the 

faith of the church. 

  

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

Confirmands:  I renounce them. 

  

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 

Confirmands:  I renounce them. 

  

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

Confirmands:  I renounce them. 

  

Do you believe in God the Father? 

  

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  creator of heaven and earth. 

  

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into hell. 

 On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

  



I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

Affirmation of Baptism 

  

You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue 

in the covenant God made with you in holy baptism: to live among God’s 

faithful people, to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, to 

proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve 

all people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and 

peace in all the earth? 

  

Confirmands: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 

  

People of God, do you promise to support these brothers and to pray for 

them in their life in Christ? 

  

We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 

  

Individual Blessing  

(parents of confirmands are invited to join in the laying on of hands) 

  

Father in heaven, for Jesus’ sake, stir up in                   the gift of your Holy 

Spirit: confirm his faith, guide his life, empower him in his serving, give 

him patience in suffering and bring him to everlasting life. Amen 

  

 (Newly confirmed face the congregation) 

  

Let us rejoice with these sisters and brother in Christ. 

  

We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give 

thanks and praise to God and proclaim the good news to all the world. 

  

Stand  

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

  

The peace of the Lord be with you always.   And also with you. 

  

 

 



THE PRAYERS  

Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the 

church and the world. 

 After each petition: Hear us, O God, Your mercy is great. 

Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers 

and those in our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

Sit 

OFFERING  Christ is the Same          Back cover of hymnal 

  

Stand 

OFFERTORY   Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow #884 

  

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

  

Let us pray.  Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills 

were gathered together to become one bread, so let your church be 

gathered together from the ends of the earth into your kingdom, for 

yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever. Amen 

  

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

  

The Lord be with you.                And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts.      We lift them to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

  

PREFACE/ SANCTUS 



 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

LORD’S PRAYER 

  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

  

Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen 

  



LAMB OF GOD 

 

Sit 

COMMUNION Jesus Loves Me     #595 

   Go, My Children, with My Blessing  #543 

    

Stand 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING/ PRAYER 

  

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace.  Amen 

  

Let us pray. Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, 

and nourished us at your table with food and drink, the body and blood of 

Christ. Now send us forth to be your people in the world, and to proclaim 

your truth this day and evermore, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. Amen 
  

BLESSING 

  

 The Lord bless us and keep us. 

 The Lord make his face shine on us and be gracious to us. 

 The Lord look upon us with favor and ☩ give us peace 

 In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  Amen 

  

SENDING HYMN My Lighthouse 

 

1. In my wrestling, in my doubts  

In my failures, You won't walk out 

Your great love will lead me through 



You are the peace in my troubled sea (repeat) 

 

2. In the silence, You won't let go 

In the questions, Your truth will hold 

Your great love will lead me through 

You are the peace in my troubled sea (repeat)  

 

Refrain: My lighthouse, my lighthouse 

Shining in the darkness, I will follow You 

My lighthouse, my lighthouse, I will trust the promise 

You will carry me safe to shore, Safe to shore 

Safe to shore, Safe to shore 

 

3. I won't fear what tomorrow brings 

With each mornin', I'll rise and sing 

My God's love will lead me through 

You are the peace in my troubled sea (repeat) Refrain 

 

4. Fire before us, You're the brightest 

You will lead us through the storms (repeat 3x) 

You will carry me safe to shore, Safe to shore 

Safe to shore, Safe to shore  

DISMISSAL 

  

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.            Thanks be to God. 

  

Sit 

POSTLUDE   
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Stewardship  

  

...we offer with joy and thanksgiving what God has first given us  

  

Our Selves…  

  

Ministers...The Members of Zion St. John Lutheran Church  

  

Music...Charles S, Nancy R      Lector…Doreen D 

  

Communion Assistants…Olivia R, Eli T, Lillian W 

  

 Greeter...  

  

Children’s Message...Lillian W 

  

Acolyte…Landry L   Crucifer... Cooper W            

  

Fellowship…Youth & Family Committee 

  

Audio/Visual...Scott C and Fred R  

  

Our Time…  

    

October 18...85  LSV…24   SS…26   

  

And Our Possessions…  

  

October 18…$6,211.25    SS…$24.00 

  

        

 ...signs of your gracious love  


