
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Zion St. John Lutheran Church 

Being the Body of Christ 
Pastor Kim Wills  422 Sherman St., Box 269, Sheffield, IA  50475  

Phone: 892-4010   Cell:  641-425-9453   Email: pastor@zionstjohn.org 

  

April 5, 2026    6:30/ 9:00 am       

Resurrection of Our Lord—Easter Sunrise/ Easter Festival Worship 

  

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

  

PRELUDE  Christ Jesus Lay in Death's Strong Bands        J S Bach 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP    Fantasia on Hymn of Joy  ZSJ Handbell Choir 

   

Christ Is Risen!          He Is Risen Indeed! Alleluia! 

 

Stand 

ENTRANCE HYMN  Jesus Christ is Risen Today  #365 

     

GREETING  

  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.         And also with you. 

   

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

  

Let us pray. O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross 

for our redemption, and by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from 

the power of death. Make us die every day to sin, that we may live with 

him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen 

 

Sit 

FIRST LESSON: Acts 10:34-43 

  

 34 Peter began to speak to Cornelius and his household: “I truly 

understand that God shows no partiality, 35 but in every people anyone who 

fears him and practices righteousness is acceptable to him. 36 You know 

the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus 

Christ—he is Lord of all. 37 That message spread throughout Judea, 



beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38 how God 

anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he 

went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, 

for God was with him. 39 We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea 

and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, 40 but 

God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41 not to all the 

people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses and who ate and 

drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach 

to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of 

the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone 

who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

  

The word of the Lord.          Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND LESSON: Colossians 3:1-4 
 

1 If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, 

where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on the 

things that are above, not on the things that are on earth, 3 for you have 

died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is your 

life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory. 

  

The word of the Lord.          Thanks be to God. 

  

Stand 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 28:1-10 

 

The holy gospel according to St Matthew the twenty-eighth chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 



 
1 After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary 

Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And suddenly there 

was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, 

came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like 

lightning and his clothing white as snow. 4 For fear of him the guards shook 

and became like dead men. 5 But the angel said to the women, “Do not be 

afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is 

not here, for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he 

lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the 

dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see 

him.’ This is my message for you.” 8 So they left the tomb quickly with 

fear and great joy and ran to tell his disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met them 

and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and 

worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell 

my brothers and sisters to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, O Christ.  

Sit 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

SERMON      

 

HYMN OF THE DAY Thine is the Glory   #376 

  

Stand 

NICENE CREED 

  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, 

 true God from true God,  begotten, not made, 

 of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

  

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 



he became incarnate from the virgin Mary,  

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

 in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

with the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

 He has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen  

 

THE PRAYERS  

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our 

broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation. 

After each petition:  Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good 

news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 

Amen 

 

THE PEACE 

  

The peace of the Lord be with you all.         And also with you. 

 

Sit 

OFFERING/ SPECIAL MUSIC  

I Know that My Redeemer Liveth          ZSJ Chancel Choir 

 

 

 



OFFERTORY Christ is the Same 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stand 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by 

day you shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in 

Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to 

respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you.   And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.   We lift them to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE/ HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 



WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 

ever. Amen 

 

LAMB OF GOD 



Sit 

COMMUNION The Day of Resurrection   #361 

   Christ the Lord is Risen Today  #373 

 

Stand 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING/ CANTICLE 

  

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. Amen 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

Let us pray. O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this 

feast, the body and blood of your resurrected Son. In your love and care, 

nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us 

all the comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of 

your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen 

 

BLESSING  

  

 The Lord bless us and keep us. 

 The Lord make his face shine on us and be gracious to us. 

 The Lord look upon us with favor and + give us peace 

 In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  Amen 

 



SENDING SONG Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds #367 

 

DISMISSAL  

 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.        Thanks be to God. 

 

Sit 

POSTLUDE     Hallelujah!           George Frideric Handel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stewardship  

 

...we offer with joy and thanksgiving what God has first given us  

 

Our Selves…  

 

Ministers...The Members of Zion St. John Lutheran Church 

 

Music…Charles S  Audio/Visual...Scott C and Fred R  

  

6:30 am Sunrise Worship Assistants 

 

Lector…Alice G   Greeters...Hulings  

   

Acolyte: Olivia R   Crucifer...Lillian W 

  

9:00 am Festival Worship 

 

Lector...Alice G  Greeters...Cindy H 

 

Acolyte...Renner H    Crucifer...Harper R 

  

Our Time…  

Mar 25…20  LSV…9   Mar 29...98  LSV…44  SS...21    

  

And Our Possessions…  

Mar 25…$580.00    Mar 29…$2,661.00   SS…$120.00 

        

 ...signs of your gracious love  
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