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February 1, 2026 9:00 am 4th Sunday of Epiphany
ORDER OF WORSHIP
PRELUDE
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Stand

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

OPENING HYMN As We Gather at Your Table #522

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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For the peace from a- bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly and
the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance in
striving for peace, that in our words and deeds the world may see the life of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

Sit
FIRST LESSON: Micah 6:1-8

! Hear what the Lord says:
Rise, plead your case before the mountains,
and let the hills hear your voice.
2 Hear, you mountains, the case of the Lord,
and you enduring foundations of the earth,
for the Lord has a case against his people,
and he will contend with Israel.

3“0 my people, what have I done to you?
In what have I wearied you? Answer me!
4 For I brought you up from the land of Egypt
and redeemed you from the house of slavery,
and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam.

5O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised,
what Balaam son of Beor answered him,
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal,
that you may know the saving acts of the Lord.”

¢ “With what shall I come before the Lord
and bow myself before God on high?
Shall T come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old?
7Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams,
with ten thousands of rivers of 0il?
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”

8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good,
and what does the Lord require of you
but to do justice and to love kindness
and to walk humbly with your God?
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SECOND LESSON: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31



18 The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but
to us who are being saved it is the power of God. ! For it is written, “I will destroy the
wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 2° Where is
the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where is the debater of this age? Has not
God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 2! For since, in the wisdom of God, the
world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of the
proclamation, to save those who believe. 22 For Jews ask for signs and Greeks desire
wisdom, 2 but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness
to gentiles, >* but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power
of God and the wisdom of God. ?* For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom,
and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.

26 Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by
human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 2’ But God
chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the
world to shame the strong; 2 God chose what is low and despised in the world, things
that are not, to abolish things that are, ?° so that no one might boast in the presence of
God. *In contrast, God is why you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom
from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 3! in order that, as it
is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Matthew 5:1-12

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

"'When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat
down, his disciples came to him. 2 And he began to speak and taught them, saying:

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

4<“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they

will be filled.

7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

8 «“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of

God.
10<Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of
righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
!1“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all
kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 2 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward
is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before
you.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ

Sit
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY  Blest are They #728
Stand

APOSTLES' CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

THE PRAYERS

As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole
human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home.

After each petition: Merciful God, receive our prayer.



Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all
for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our
Savior. Amen

PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

Sit

OFFERING We are an Offering #692

Go to www.zionstjohn.org to donate or download VancoMobile app to your
mobile device.
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OFFERTORY
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and give us a fore- taste of the feast to come.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have
first given us—our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious
love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen

GREAT THANKSGIVING
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®  Lift up your hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is  right to give him thanks and praise.
PREFACE/ SANCTUS
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
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Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

LAMB OF GOD
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Lamb  of God, you take a-way the sin of the workl; have mer-cy on ux,
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grant us peace, grn-l us peace.
Sit
COMMUNION [ Want to Walk as a Child of the Light #815
Stand

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING/ CANTICLE

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through
the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would
strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one
another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *+ give you peace

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen
SENDING HYMN We Are Called #720
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.



Stewardship
...we offer with joy and thanksgiving what God has first given us
Our Selves...
Ministers...The Members of Zion St. John Lutheran Church
Music...Cindy H Lector... Al N
Greeter/ Fellowship...Darwin & Lorna M
Acolyte...Olivia R Crucifer...Renner H
Audio/Visual...Fred R and Scott C
Our Time...
January 25...69 LSV...16
And Our Possessions...

January 25...$4,376.00

...signs of your gracious love




