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July 27, 2025 9:00 am 7th Sunday of Pentecost
ORDER OF WORSHIP
PRELUDE
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Stand
GATHERING SONG Great is Thy Faithfulness WOV #771
GREETING

You are the treasured people of the LORD,
a people holy to the LORD our God.

Keep the words of the LORD in your heart; teach them to your children.
Talk about them when you are at home and when you are away,

when you lie down and when you rise.

One does not live by bread alone,
but by every word that comes from the mouth of the LORD.

SCRIPTURE SONG

I Great and won-der-ful are your deeds, O God of the u- ni- verse;

Who can fail to hon- or you, Lord, and sing the glo- ry of your name?

and wor - ship

na - tions will draw near be - fore you,
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Sal- va- tion be-longs to our God and to Christ the Lamb for-ev-er and ev - er.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, you are always more ready to hear than
we are to pray, and you gladly give more than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon
us your abundant mercy. Forgive us those things that weigh on our conscience, and
give us those good things that come only through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen

Sit
FIRST LESSON: Genesis 18:20-32

?0 Then the LORD said, “How great is the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah
and how very grave their sin! °' 1 must go down and see whether they have done
altogether according to the outcry that has come to me, and if not, I will know.”

?2So the men turned from there and went toward Sodom, while Abraham
remained standing before the LORD. >’ Then Abraham came near and said, “Will you
indeed sweep away the righteous with the wicked? ** Suppose there are fifty righteous
within the city; will you then sweep away the place and not forgive it for the fifty
righteous who are in it? *° Far be it from you to do such a thing, to slay the righteous
with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from you!

Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?” 2® And the Lord said, “If
I find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will forgive the whole place for their sake.”
27 Abraham answered, “Let me take it upon myself to speak to my lord, I who am but
dust and ashes. 2 Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking? Will you destroy the
whole city for lack of five?” And he said, “I will not destroy it if I find forty-five
there.” 2% Again he spoke to him, “Suppose forty are found there.” He answered, “For
the sake of forty I will not do it.” 3° Then he said, “Oh, do not let my lord be angry if I
speak. Suppose thirty are found there.” He answered, “I will not do it, if I find thirty
there.” 3! He said, “Let me take it upon myself to speak to my lord. Suppose twenty



are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of twenty I will not destroy it.” 32 Then
he said, “Oh, do not let my lord be angry if I speak just once more. Suppose ten are
found there.” He answered, “For the sake of ten I will not destroy it.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SECOND LESSON: Colossians 2:6-19

® As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to walk in
him, "rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught,
abounding in thanksgiving.

fWatch out that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty
deceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental principles of the
world, and not according to Christ. *For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells
bodily, '“and you have come to fullness in him, who is the head of every ruler and
authority. '' In him also you were circumcised with a spiritual circumcision, by the
removal of the body of the flesh in the circumcision of Christ; '* when you were buried
with him in baptism, you were also raised with him through faith in the power of God,
who raised him from the dead. '* And when you were dead in trespasses and the
uncircumecision of your flesh, God made you alive together with him, when he forgave
us all our trespasses, '* erasing the record that stood against us with its legal demands.
He set this aside, nailing it to the cross. '° He disarmed the rulers and authorities and
made a public example of them, triumphing over them in it.

' Therefore, do not let anyone condemn you in matters of food or drink or of
observing festivals, new moons, or Sabbaths. '’ These are only a shadow of what is to
come, but the body belongs to Christ. '* Do not let anyone disqualify you, insisting on
self-abasement and worship of angels, initiatory visions, puffed up without cause by a
human way of thinking, '”and not holding fast to the head, from whom the whole
body, nourished and held together by its ligaments and tendons, grows with a growth
that is from God.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Stand
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Word of life, Je- sus Christ, all glo - ry to you!
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Word of life, Je- sus Christ, all praise to you!
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Our hearts burn  with - in  us while you o- pen to us the Scrip- tures.

T T [— T T N T —1 1

[mavs | T T
- T

Word of life, Je- sus Christ, all zlo - ry to you!
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Word of life, Je- sus Christ, all praise to you!

GOSPEL: Luke 11:1-13

The Holy Gospel according to St Luke, the eleventh chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

! Jesus was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his
disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.”” So he said
to them, “When you pray, say:

Father, may your name be revered as holy.

May your kingdom come.
* Give us each day our daily bread.
* And forgive us our sins,
for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us.
And do not bring us to the time of trial.”

> And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him
at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread, °for a friend of
mine has arrived, and I have nothing to set before him.” ” And he answers from within,
‘Do not bother me; the door has already been locked, and my children are with me in
bed; I cannot get up and give you anything.” *I tell you, even though he will not get
up and give him anything out of friendship, at least because of his persistence he will
get up and give him whatever he needs.

2“So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you will find;
knock, and the door will be opened for you. ' For everyone who asks receives, and
everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened.
!1s there anyone among you who, if your child asked for a fish, would give a snake
instead of a fish? !> Or if the child asked for an egg, would give a scorpion? '3 If you,
then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will
the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Sit
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE



SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY

Sweet Hour of Prayer
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1 Sweet hour of prayer, sweet hour of prayer, that calls me f[rom a world of care,
2 Sweet hour of prayer, sweet hour of prayer, thy wings shall my pe - ti - tion bear
3 Sweet hour of prayer, sweet hour of prayer, may [ thy con - so - la - tion share,
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and bids me at my Fa-ther’sthrone make all my wants and wish-es known.
to  him whosc truth and faith-ful - ness  cn - gage the wait - ing soul to bless;
tll [rom Mount Pis-gah’sloft -y height I view my home and take my (light.
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In sea-sons of dis - wess and griel my soul has of - ten found re - liel.
and since he bids me seek his face, be - lieve his word and trust his grace,
With joy TI'll has - ten to the place where God my Sav - ior shows his face,
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and oft es-caped the tempt-er's snare by thy re-turn, sweet hour of prayer.
Il cast on him my c¢v-’ry carc, and wait for thee, sweethour of prayer.
and glad -ly take my sta - tion there, thy prom-ise gained, sweet hour of prayer.

Text: William Walford, 1772-1850, alt.
Music: SWEET HOUR, William B. Bradbury, 18161868

Stand
CREED AND CONFESSION

In Christ, you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation.

We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit.
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

Build yourselves up on your most holy faith;  pray in the Holy Spirit.

Keep yourselves in the love of God;
look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ.

If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:
Everything old has passed away; behold, everything has become new!

Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding love.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God has given us the ministry of reconciliation. Therefore, let us be reconciled to God
and to one another. Gracious God, have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive
us our sins, known and unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold us by your
Spirit so that we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory
of your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you
in eternal life. Amen

PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

Sit

OFFERING Seek Ye First WOV #783
Go to www.zionstjohn.org to donate or download Vanco Mobile app
to your mobile device.

OFFERTORY Christ is the Same


http://www.zionstjohn.org/

f 4 ya. T | r- t N 1
f)l' i X 1Y | 1 Y] P % ‘J. o lr\\ ,-:-
p=i @ T P
L4 & r — |
Through - out all of his-to-ry, Christ is the same.
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fore, be-side, for - ev-er-more: Christ is the same.
OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. God, our Creator, you open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of
every living creature. With these gifts we bless you for your tender nurture and
care. Help us to delight in your will and walk in your ways, through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen

THE PRAYERS

In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church and
pray for the needs of the world.

After each petition: God of grace, hear our prayer.

Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the name of
Jesus Christ. Amen

LORD’S PRAYER (sung)
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

BLESSING

The Lord bless us and keep us.
The Lord make his face shine on us and be gracious to us.

The Lord look upon us with favor and +F give us peace
In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen

SENDING SONG What a Friend We Have is Jesus LBW #439

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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Stewardship
...we offer with joy and thanksgiving what God has first given us
Our Selves...
Ministers...The Members of Zion St. John Lutheran Church
Music...Cindy H Lector...Diane W
Greeter...Diane & Dobby Fellowship...Family of Don H
Audio/Visual...Fred R and Scott C
Our Time...
July 20...43 LSV...19
And Our Possessions...

July 20...52,748.00

...signs of your gracious love




