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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 
PRELUDE     What Wondrous Love       ZSJ Bell Choir  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

TEMPLE TALK   Access of Hampton Video   

  
Stand 

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who writes the law on our hearts, who draws 

all people together through Jesus.           Amen 

  

Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy God, we confess that we are caught in snares of sin  and cannot break free. 

We hoard resources while our neighbors are hungry and cold.  We speak in ways 

that silence others. We are silent when we should speak up.  We keep score in our 

hearts. We let hurts grow into hatred.  For all these things and for sins only you 

know, forgive us, Lord.  Amen 

  

Here is a flood of grace: Out of love for the whole world, God draws near to us, breaks 

every snare of sin, washes away our wrongs, and restores the promise of life through 

☩ Jesus Christ. Amen 

  

  

OPENING SONG This Is My Father’s World    

  

1 This is my Father’s world, and to my list’ning ears 

  all nature sings, and round me ring, the music of the spheres. 

 This is my Father’s world; I rest me in the thought 

  of rocks and trees, of skies and seas; 

  his hand the wonders wrought. 

  

2 This is my Father’s world; the birds their carols raise; 

  the morning light, the lily white, declare their maker’s praise. 

 This is my Father’s world; he shines in all that’s fair. 

  In the rustling grass I hear him pass; 

  he speaks to me ev’rywhere. 

  

3 This is my Father’s world; oh, let me ne’er forget 

  that, though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the ruler yet. 

 This is my Father’s world; the battle is not done. 

  Jesus who died, shall be satisfied. 

  And earth and heav’n be one.  

  

4. This is my Father’s world; why should my heart be sad? 

  The Lord is king, let the heavens ring; 

  God reigns, let the earth be glad! 

  The Lord is king, let the heavens ring; 

  God reigns, let the earth be glad!   

  
GREETING 

  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.       And also with you. 

 

KYRIE     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of shameful death 

to be for us the means of life. Grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ that we may 

gladly suffer shame and loss for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen 

  

Sit 

FIRST READING: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 

  

 As with Noah, God makes an everlasting covenant with Abraham and Sarah. 

God promises this old couple that they will be the ancestors of nations, though they 

have no child together. God will miraculously bring forth new life from Sarah’s womb. 

The name changes emphasize the firmness of God’s promise. 

  
 1When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and 

said to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 2And I will make 

my covenant between me and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.” 3Then 

Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, 4“As for me, this is my covenant with 

you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 5No longer shall your name 

be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a 

multitude of nations. 6I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of 

you, and kings shall come from you. 7I will establish my covenant between me and 

you, and your offspring after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting 

covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you.” 

 15God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, 

but Sarah shall be her name. 16I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by 

her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come 

from her.” 

     
The word of the Lord.     Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 4:13-25 

  

 Paul presents Abraham as the example for how a person comes into a right 

relationship with God not through works of the law but through faith. Though 

Abraham and Sarah were far too old for bearing children, Abraham trusted that God 

would accomplish what God had promised to accomplish. 

  
 13The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to 

his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14If it is the 

adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For 

the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. 

 16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on 

grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but 

also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17as it is 

written, “I have made you the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God in 

whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that 

do not exist. 18Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become “the father of 

many nations,” according to what was said, “So numerous shall your descendants be.” 
19He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was already as 

good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the 

barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of 

God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 21being fully convinced 

that God was able to do what he had promised. 22Therefore his faith “was reckoned to 

him as righteousness.” 23Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not 

for his sake alone, 24but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who 

raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25who was handed over to death for our trespasses 

and was raised for our justification. 

 
The word of the Lord.      Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL: Mark 8:31-38 

  

The Holy Gospel according to St Mark, the eighth chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

  

 After Peter confesses his belief that Jesus is the Messiah, Jesus tells his 

disciples for the first time what is to come. Peter’s response indicates that he does not 

yet understand the way of the cross that Jesus will travel. 

 31Jesus began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, 

and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after 

three days rise again.32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and 



began to rebuke him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and 

said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but 

on human things.” 
34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to 

become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow 

me. 35For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life 

for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them 

to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return 

for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and 

sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the 

glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 

  
The Gospel of the Lord.           Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sit 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 
SERMON 

  

SONG OF THE DAY Abide in Me      
  
1. I have a hope, eternal hope 

 But for now I walk this broken world 

 You walked it first, you know our pain 

 But you show hope can rise again up from the grave. 

  

Refrain 1: Abide with me, abide with me, don't let me fall 

And don't let go, walk with me, and never leave 

Ever close God, abide with me. 

  

2. There in the night, Gethsemane,  

      Before the cross, before the nails 

Overwhelmed, alone, you prayed 

You met us in our suffering and bore our shame. Refrain 1 

  

Refrain 2: O, love that will not ever let me go 

Love that will not ever let me go 

 You’ll never let me go 

Love that will not ever let me go 

3. And up ahead, eternity 

      We'll weep no more and sing for joy abide with me 

      We'll weep no more and sing for joy abide with me.   Refrain 1 

  

4.   Ever close God abide with me (3x) Refrain 2 (2x) 

  

  

RECOGNITION OF THE BOLD WOMEN OF ZSJ 

  

Stand 

APOSTLES' CREED 

  

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  creator of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

THE PRAYERS 

 

Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the well-

being of creation, and a world in need. 

 After each petition: Hear us, O God, Your mercy is great. 

  

Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our hearts, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen 

  

Sit 

OFFERING  Go to www.zionstjohn.org to donate or download  

                                                   VanCo Mobile app to your mobile device. 

 

The Wonderful  Cross  

  

1.  When I survey the wondrous cross 

 On which the Prince of Glory died 

 My richest gain I count but loss 

 And pour contempt on all my pride 

  

2.  See from His head, His hands, His feet 

 Sorrow and love flow mingled down 

 Did e'er such love and sorrow meet 

 Or thorns compose so rich a crown 

http://www.zionstjohn.org/


Refrain:     O the wonderful cross, O the wonderful cross  

                   Bids me, come and die and find that I may truly live 

                   O the wonderful cross, O the wonderful cross 

                   All who gather here by grace, draw near and bless Your name 

  

3. Were the whole realm of nature mine 

      That were and off'ring far too small 

      Love so amazing, so divine 

      Demands my soul, my life, my all. Refrain (2x) 

  

  
OFFERTORY Create in Me  Praise Team 1x, Congregation 2x 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER  

 

Let us pray. Jesus, you are the bread of life. Bless these gifts that we have gathered 

that all people may know your goodness. Feed us not only with holy food but with 

hunger for justice and peace. We pray this in your name. Amen 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

  

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

  

Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen  

  

BLESSING (sung 2x) 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace 

 In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  Amen 

  

SENDING SONG Who You Say I Am 

  
1.    Who am I that the highest King, would welcome me 

I was lost but He brought me in 

Oh His love for me, Oh His love for me 

 

Refrain: Who the Son sets free, oh is free indeed 

  I'm a child of God, Yes I am. 

 

2.  Free at last He has ransomed me, his grace runs deep 

 While I was a slave to sin, Jesus died for me, Yes He died for me.  

 Refrain 

3& 4. In my Father's house, there's a place for me,  

 I'm a child of God, Yes I am.  

 I am chosen, not forsaken, I am who You say I am 

 You are for me, not against me. (2x) 

 I am who You say I am, I am who You say I am. Refrain 

  
DISMISSAL 

  

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.        Thanks be to God. 

 

Sit 

POSTLUDE   
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Stewardship  

  

...we offer with joy and thanksgiving what God has first given us  

  

Our Selves…  

  

Ministers...The Members of Zion St. John Lutheran Church  

  

Music...ZSJ Praise Team   Lector…Dacia S 

  

Greeters/ Fellowship…Joel & Megan E 

  

Audio/Visual...Scott C and Fred R  

  

Our Time…   

  

February 18…58   LSV…19  SS...23   

  

And Our Possessions…        

     

February 18…$2,595.00    SS…$15.00 

  

        

 ...signs of your gracious love  


