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ORDER OF WORSHIP
PRELUDE Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing

Paul Manz

ANNOUNCEMENTS
TEMPLE TALK

Lutheran Services in Iowa

Chris Caswell

Stand
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who gathers us in the wilderness to redeem
us, anoint us, and make us new. Amen
In these forty days, let us be honest, confess our sin, and receive God’s promise of
mercy.
God at the margins,
We have wandered far from your home; again and again, we lose our way. We
turn inward, afraid of the world around us. We forget that you have saved your
people before and promise to do so again. Do not remember the deeds of our past,
but turn our faces toward the future, where your forgiveness is sure, your
welcome is clear, and your love overflows. Amen
Like a hen who gathers her chicks, God embraces you in tender care.
Like manna in the desert, God feeds you with surprising mercy.
Like a loving parent, God runs to meet you again this day,
forgiving your sins for the sake of ☩ Christ,
leading you from death into life. Amen
OPENING HYMN

Beneath the Cross of Jesus

LBW #107

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
KYRIE

PRAYER OF THE DAY

advice especially intended for leaders in the church. Here the mercy shown to Paul,
Creator God, you prepare a new way in the wilderness, and your grace waters our
desert. Open our hearts to be transformed by the new thing you are doing, that our
lives may proclaim the extravagance of your love given to all through your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
Amen
Sit
FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 43:16-21
The prophet declares that long ago the Lord performed mighty deeds and
delivered Israel from Egyptian bondage through the waters of the sea. Now, the Lord
is about to do a new thing, bringing the exiles out of Babylon and through the
wilderness in a new exodus.

Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a
persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.
7
Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of
Christ. 8More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and
I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9and be found in him, not
having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through
faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. 10I want to know Christ and
the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him
in his death, 11if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.
12
Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I
press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13Beloved, I
do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what
lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14I press on toward the goal for
the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.
The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Stand
VERSE

16

Thus says the LORD, who makes a way in the sea,
a path in the mighty waters,
17
who brings out chariot and horse, army and warrior;
they lie down, they cannot rise,
they are extinguished, quenched like a wick:
18
Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old.
19
I am about to do a new thing;
now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?
I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.
20
The wild animals will honor me, the jackals and the ostriches;
for I give water in the wilderness, rivers in the desert,
to give drink to my chosen people,
21
the people whom I formed for myself
so that they might declare my praise.

GOSPEL: John 12:1-8
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twelfth chapter.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

SECOND LESSON: Philippians 3:4b-14
Writing to Christians in Philippi, Paul admits that his heritage and reputation
could give him more reason than most people to place confidence in his spiritual
pedigree. But the overwhelming grace of God in Jesus calls Paul to a new set of values.
Paul writes: 4bIf anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have
more: circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of
5

Judas willfully misinterprets as waste Mary’s extravagant act of anointing
Jesus’ feet with costly perfume. Jesus recognizes that her lavish gift is both an
expression of love and an anticipation of his burial.

1

Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus,
whom he had raised from the dead. 2There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served,
and Lazarus was one of those at the table with him. 3Mary took a pound of costly
perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair. The
house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 4But Judas Iscariot, one of his
disciples (the one who was about to betray him), said, 5“Why was this perfume not
sold for three hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?” 6(He said this not
because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the common purse
and used to steal what was put into it.) 7Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She bought it so
that she might keep it for the day of my burial. 8You always have the poor with you,
but you do not always have me.”
The Gospel of the Lord.

THE PRAYERS
Seeking the grace, mercy, and love of almighty God, we offer our prayers for the
church, for people in need, and for all of creation.
After each petition: Hear us, O God, Your mercy is great.
Reveal your will as you receive our prayers, and conform our ways to your ways;
through the saving work of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
Sit
OFFERING/ SPECIAL MUSIC
In This Very Room

Jackie Burke & John Sheahan

Stand
OFFERTORY
Sit
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY

My Song is Love Unknown
Vs. 1-5

WOV #661

Stand
APOSTLES' CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray. Merciful Father,
we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our selves, our
time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake

of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
GREAT THANKSGIVING

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

PREFACE/ SANCTUS

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
LAMB OF GOD

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Sit
COMMUNION

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
My Hope is Built on Nothing Less

LBW #499
LBW #294

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING/ CANTICLE
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through
the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would
strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one
another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Sit
POSTLUDE

Thanks be to God.

Prelude and Fugue in d minor Johann Sebastian Bach

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace
In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen
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SENDING HYMN

Stewardship
...we offer with joy and thanksgiving what God has first given us
Our Selves…
Ministers...The Members of Zion St. John Lutheran Church
Music...Charles S

Lector…Andrew S

Acolyte...Gavin M-O Crucifer...Sage S
Greeters...Jacob R, Ron P
Fellowship (in the narthex)...5-6th Grade SS Class
Audio/Visual...Scott C and Fred R
Our Time…
March 27...26 March 31…95 SS...20
And Our Possessions…
March 27…$305 March 31…$2,434.00 SS…$5.00

...signs of your gracious love

