
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

OUR VISION STATEMENT 
 

At Zion St. John Lutheran Church, we are committed to being the body of 

Christ until He returns.  Led by the Holy Spirit and gathered around God’s 

Word and Sacraments, we join in worship, fellowship, learning, spiritual 

nurture, outreach, and service, as we grow in faith and invite others to 

experience Christ’s presence. 

 

  

 What good is it my brothers and sisters, if 

you say you have faith but do not have works. 

If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily 

food, and one of you says to them, Go in 

peace; keep warm and eat your fill, and yet 

you do not supply their bodily needs what is the good of that?  

James 2: 14a, 15-16 

  

 Recently, our church secretary, Diane W, received a letter in the 

mail informing her that she would be receiving an Iowa Governor’s 

Volunteer Award. She was nominated for this award by one of our 

members, Al Nickerson. Diane was nominated for her work with the 

West Fork Food Pantry. 

 Since Diane is my wife, I admit that I am a bit biased, but she is 

so very deserving of this great honor. Besides her work at the Food 

Pantry, she has been a volunteer puppy raiser for Leader Dogs for the 

Blind for over 10 years. She has served two terms as President of the 

NE IA Synod’s Women’s Organization and also served one term in that 

same position in the SE IA Synod. Diane was also a Girl Scout leader 

for several years when we lived in Pella. 

 Beyond that, Diane goes above and beyond the call of duty every 

single day as our church secretary. Most people probably aren’t aware 

of many of the things she does that are not part of her official duties. 

She has spent an incredible number of hours making sure that all of our 

church records and our confirmation pictures are digitized. She has 

worked extensively on our church cemetery’s records, cleaned grave 

stones and has helped a number of people with 

genealogical research. Diane has also stepped up 

and helped with taking care of many things when 

we have been without a youth director. One 

recent example is the many details Diane took 

care of as we honored our graduates on May 22. 

Diane sent emails to parents, created the  power 

point that played during the offering, ordered and 

wrapped the presents, ordered and picked up the 

cake, and set up the tables and decorated them.  

 She also takes care of the plants at church 

including caring for the Poinsettia Garden and 
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the Easter Lilies. She recently made sure the planters by the front and 

east doors of the church had bedding plants planted in them and she 

takes care of watering them. 

 Beyond these things, Diane is a caring presence to those who 

come in to the church office. And she also bears with me when I 

complain because my computer isn’t working right – more often than 

not from “user error.” 

 Diane doesn’t serve others in hopes that some day she will get 

an award like the one she will receive on May 31. She does all these 

things and many more as she lives out her faith in our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

 Please join me in telling her, “Well done, good and faithful 

servant.” 

God’s blessings to you, 

Pastor Kim  

   

 

 

Thursdays,  

 June  2, 9, 16, 23,  30    2-5 pm  

Saturday, June 4 10 am-noon 

  

 We gratefully accept donations of money, 

personal hygiene items, perishable and non-perishable food items.  We 

are especially in need of cereal, pasta and personal care items. You can 

place items in the cart in the Narthex or in the drop box in the alley @ 

106 Gilman.  

  

 CONNIE C SCHOLARSHIP 
  

 Connie C, who was a very faithful member of 

this congregation, passed away on March 16, 2018. To 

honor her memory, her husband David, has established 

a scholarship fund. Two awards of $250 each are 

awarded to graduating seniors who are members of ZSJ 

Lutheran Church. To be considered, an application 

needs to be submitted. 

 This year’s recipients are Nate H and Alex S. These scholarships 

were presented at the Graduation Reception following worship on May 

22nd.  We thank the family of Connie  C for their generosity. If you 

would like to contribute to this scholarship fund, or apply for next year, 

please contact Roger M. 

Congratulations 

Nate & Alex! 
  

 

 
  

  

  

Sunday June 5 

  

 
 
 
 

LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE 
  

 Your help is still needed for the nearly 4 million people 

have fled the Ukraine and are seeking refuge in neighboring 

countries including Hungary, Poland, Slovakia and 

Moldova. Lutheran Disaster Response is accompanying our 

companions in their humanitarian responses to the crisis. 

These partners provide refugees with immediate support and supplies 

such as food, blankets, water and hygiene kits. Your gifts will support 

people impacted by this crisis. Gifts designated to "Eastern Europe 

Crisis" will be used in full (100%) for direct response to assist those 

affected. You can contribute on line @ elca.org or at the church office. 

 



 FELLOWSHIP CHANGES 

  
 For the summer months, the ZSJ Church Council will be 

purchasing donuts for fellowship time.  They are still asking for 

volunteers to prepare coffee and lemonade for each Sunday.  If you 

would like to help, you will find the sign up sheet on the narthex bulletin 

board.   

  

FINANCIAL  STEWARDSHIP 

  
Here’s a look at our finances as of April 30, 2022: 

 

Budgeted Income $72,612 

Offerings Received $64,006  

Current Deficit $  8,606 

Expenses YTD $68,046 

Checking Balance $10,294 

  

 During the month of April our budget deficit grew by over 

$3,000. Because we do not currently have a youth director and we are 

doing a good job of controlling our expense our checking account 

balance wasn’t affected. As summer arrives, please keep in mind that 

the churches expenses do not take a vacation. Thank you for your 

faithful giving! 

  

  

  

  

  

Rebekah Circle 

Mon,  June 6 @ 6 pm 

  
Dorcas Circle 

Tues,  June 7 @ 10 am, via Livestream  

MAY DAY TEA PARTY 
  

 Thank you to all who attended our May Day Mother Daughter 

Tea Party.  We had nearly 50 ladies, young and young at heart in 

attendance.  The Sheffield Exchange students gave a wonderful photo 

presentation of their countries and lots of fellowship, games and dress 

up filled our afternoon.     

  

  

  

Cassidy E, Mia G and Gemma I  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  Katy and Olivia  

  L 

  

  

  

  

 

 
WELCA GATHERING 

  

 Our Annual SWO Gathering will be on Saturday, 

June 18 @ St John Lutheran in Nashua, 8 am - 1 pm 

and a luncheon is included.  Our theme is One Body 

in Christ and based on I Corinthians 12:27, “Now you 

are the body of Christ and each one of you is a part of 

it.” The focus will be on how each of us has a very 

important part in the function of the Body as a whole. 

There will be learning opportunities which will 



include time with the Bishop and Friends of the Family representatives, 

some exercise time and of course sharing and shopping tables. 

 Registration forms are available @ 

www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca .  Along with our normal 

business, we will also be electing Triennial voting members.  Please 

keep Diane Wills, Alice G, Lorna M, Marcia E and Louise C in your 

prayers as they represent ZSJ. 

  

 GRADUATION QUILTS 

  
 The ZSJ Piecemakers crafted 11 beautiful quilts for our 2022 HS 

graduates.  These wonderful comforting symbols of love were given to 

the graduates at the reception on May 22.  Thank you Piecemakers! 

  

Maxine H and Malachi R  

  

  

  

 

 

 

Arliss G and Mia T 

  

  

  

Helga B and Taylor  

K 

  

  

  

 

 

Marcia E and Hayden S 

  

  

Call to Order – The meeting was called 

to order at 10:30 a.m. on May 8, 2022, by 

President Don G with Pastor Kim, Jim 

and Vicki B, Doug D, Lance L, Shannon 

L, Darwin M and Gene S in attendance. 

Pastor Kim led devotions. 

  

Correspondence – A thank you letter was received from Daren M. 

  

Secretary’s Report – Discussion about communion cards/attendance 

pads was tabled, not approved, at the April meeting. A motion was made 

to accept the minutes as amended; this motion was seconded and 

approved. 

  

Treasurer’s Report – The treasurer’s report was reviewed and placed 

on file. 

  

Pastor’s Report  

 Provided in-house communion to shut-ins and others who requested it 

 Made four hospital visits during the past three weeks 

 16 people attended the confirmation trip to the West Bend Grotto 

* Along with Darwin M, directed the Good Friday Service;  

   12 students participated 

 Helped plan and carry out activities including JAM, confirmation and 

Sunday School. 

 Daniel R sponsorship is on hold until Daniel registers for classes 

 Ad for Director of Youth and Family Ministries will run for two weeks 

in Hampton Chronicle and the Sheffield Press 

 Submitted nomination for ELCA World Hunger Leadership 

Gathering, which will be held Aug. 25-28 in Chicago 

  

Committee Reports 

  

Parish Education 

 Host families are still needed for three to five counselors from Ingham 

Okoboji Bible camp, who will be leading VBS from Aug. 1-4 

 Meeting is needed to discuss VBS, including a light supper 

  

 

http://www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca


Property  

 About 10 people helped with church clean up on May 7; Dave and 

Abby Schoning cleaned up the church cemetery 

 Lance will call the plumber about the men’s bathroom  

 Still on schedule for July installation of storm windows 

  

Stewardship 

No report 

  

Technology 

 Everything is once again in working order 

  

Worship & Evangelism 

 There is a standing order for Casey’s donuts throughout the summer; 

hosts are needed to make and serve coffee 

 Communion cards will be made available beside the bulletins; Jim B 

will drop off a $55 check to cover the cost of communion cards 

  

Youth & Family  

 The last Jam was held May 4.  Special thank you to Jessica Rother for 

helping this year. 

 Confirmation Celebration was held on Wednesday, May 4. Pizza was 

served and Confirmation Jeopardy was played with the adults 

winning by only 100 points.  

 Plans are in the works for the Mary’s Place trip to be held August 5-7. 

 Graduation Sunday is planned. 

  

Old Business 

 DYFM search is continuing 

 A discussion was held about whether the storm windows that will be 

placed outside of the stained glass windows need to be vented. 

Lance and Pastor Kim are consulting with experts to see how best 

to accomplish this. 

  

New Business 

 Pastor, Darwin and Lorna M will serve as Synod Assembly 

representatives on June 11 at Wartburg College. 

 Money counter for June will be Lance and whomever he recruits to 

help each week 

 Adjourned at 11:10 a.m. with the Lord’s Prayer. 

  

Submitted by  

Shannon L 

  

150TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

  

 Believe it or not, we will be celebrating 150 years of 

being a church in 2025, only a few short years away.  As we 

get closer to this huge milestone, we are in need of the 

following to make this day very special: 

 Volunteers to serve on a planning committee 

 Written or verbal family stories 

 St John Confirmation pictures, 1909, 1910, 1912, 1914, 1916, & 1941 

 Zion Confirmation picture from 1915  

 Let Diane, Pastor Kim or any council member if you would like 

to help! 

 

NE IA SYNOD ASSEMBLY 

 The Northeastern Iowa Synod will meet 

in assembly in person, June 11 @ Wartburg 

College, in Waverly, with the theme “Better 

Together,” based on 1 Corinthians 12:12-13. 

Parts of the assembly will be available for 

viewing online; however, all voting will take 

place in person. 

 Saturday’s activities begin at 8:30 a.m. with morning prayer, 

followed by the plenary session at 9 a.m. Other activities include synod 

business, workshops, ministry exhibits, lunch and closing worship. 

Synod staff members will lead a “Getting to Know You” presentation. 

The Rev. Robin Brown, director of Congregational Generosity for the 

ELCA, will attend as the churchwide representative and will preach for 

the closing worship service on Saturday.  

 Pastor Kim, and Darwin and Lorna M will be representing ZSJ 

during the assembly.   

 



 DATES TO REMEMBER 

VBS     Aug 1-4 

7-9 Conf Meetings   Aug 24 

Blessing of Backpacks  Aug 28 

WELCA Meeting   Sept 6 

Quilting resumes   Sept 7 

JAM resumes    Sept 7  

SS resumes    Sept 11 

3rd Grade Bibles   Sept 11 

7-8 Conf resumes   Sept 14 

Riverside Golf     Sept 16 

Music groups resume   Sept 21 

LWR Pickup    Oct 10 

WELCA Heat n Eat   Oct 24 

9th Confirmation   Oct 30 

SS Christmas     Dec 11 

  

 

PRAYER LIST  

 

In order to keep Pastor Kim informed and our prayer list 

accurate, please let the church office or Pastor know if you 

are in the hospital or are anticipating hospitalization.  You 

call him directly @ 641-425-9453. Family members are 

also welcome to call. 

  

Cindy R   Kira N   Judy N 

Sarah P   Ray R   Bev F   

Doris E   Betty H  Cliff C 

Christy M   Virginia C   Junior N   

Drew H   Chuck N   Louise K  

Louise C   Carolyn R   Larry O 

Bob & Sharon S  Dick M  Chris H 

Don H 

   

 Our HS graduates and their families, Delaney C, Cynthia F, Nate H, 

Taylor K, Emma M, Malachi R, Hayden S, Alex S, Mia T, Kalli T 

and Isaac T 

 Our Synod, Pastor Kim and Lorna and Darwin M, as they meet in 

assembly on June 11. 

 The women of NE IA Synod as they gather on June 18 in Nashua. 

  

 

 

 

 

1 Athena L      

3 Holly C ,Gary S, Mavis S, Oakley H 

4    Norma M, Brad G, Lucas F 

5 Jake W 

6 Carla B, Hannah M 

9 Todd B, Landon R, Cheyene P 

10 Cassidy R, Kim O, Addison S 

12 Ken B, Pastor Kim W,  Maxine H, John L 

 Andy O, Jakob W  

14 Lorna M 

15 Jacob R 

16 Michelle B, Jason R 

17 Lois B 

18   Maxine H, Todd H 

19 Heaven H 

21 Don H, Owen P, Hudson B,  

 Grayson L 

22 Kristle C, Ian L, Shane W, Sr. 

23 Lori O, Hayden S 

24 Ian C, Lori S, Jessica R    

27   Alice G, Lennyn B 

28 Kari M, Morgan N 

29 Doris M 

30 Carter N 

 



 

  

 

  

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

  

 

       

 

   

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

 

9:00 am Worship 
 (Live Stream @  www.zionstjohn.org ,  

Sunday Worship) 

  

10:15 am  Fellowship & 

        Sunday School 
  

  

** **For those who are continuing to worship at home, prepacked 

communion will be available for pickup on Fridays June 3, 10, & 17.  You 

will find the cups on trays on the Narthex table.   

  

  

 

  

  

 

  

 

STAFF OFFICE HOURS & CONTACT 

INFORMATION 
  

G Kim Wills, Pastor  641-425-9453  pastor@zionstjohn.org

    9am-3pm,   T-F 

Church Office   641-892-4010 mail@zionstjohn.org     

     9am-12pm, M-F  

DIRECTOR OF YOUTH AND FAMILY MINISTRIES 

SEARCH 

 Is God calling you to use your gifts in youth ministry? Zion St. 

John is currently accepting applications for a Director of Youth and 

Family Ministries. This is a part time position. You must be available on 

Wednesday evenings and most Sunday mornings and have excellent 

computer and social media skills. Please pass this information on to 

anyone you might think would be a good fit for this important role in our 

church.  Please contact Pastor Kim with questions or to apply.  

mailto:pastor@zionstjohn.org
mailto:pastor@zionstjohn.org
mailto:mail@zionstjohn.org

