
FUNERAL/ MEMORIAL  
FOR 

____________________________________________ 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the source of all mercy and the God of 

all consolation. He comforts us in all our sorrows so that we can comfort others in their sorrows 

with the consolation we ourselves have received from God. 

REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM 

A pall may be placed upon the coffin by the pallbearers or other assisting ministers, and the 

following may be said. 

When we were baptized in Christ Jesus, we were baptized into his death. We were buried 

therefore with him by Baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory 

of the Father, we too might live a new life. For if we have been united with him in a death like 

his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 

GATHERING PROCESSION 

The procession forms and enters the church, the ministers preceding the coffin. 

A psalm, hymn, or appropriate verse may be sung as the procession goes to the front of the 

church. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 

OPTION A: O God of grace and glory 

O God of grace and glory, we remember before you today our sister/brother  name . We thank 

you for giving her/him to us to know and to love as a companion in our pilgrimage on earth. In 

your boundless compassion, console us who mourn. Give us your aid, so we may see in death the 

gate to eternal life, that we may continue our course on earth in confidence until, by your call, we 

are reunited with those who have gone before us; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

OPTION B: Almighty God, source of all mercy 

Almighty God, source of all mercy and giver of comfort: Deal graciously, we pray, with those 

who mourn, that, casting all their sorrow on you, they may know the consolation of your love; 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

OPTION C: Almighty God, those who die in the Lord 

Almighty God, those who die in the Lord still live with you in joy and blessedness. We give you 

heartfelt thanks for the grace you have bestowed upon your servants who have finished their 

course in faith and now rest from their labors. May we, with all who have died in the true faith, 

have perfect fulfillment and joy in your eternal and everlasting glory; through your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

OPTION D: O God, your days are without end 



O God, your days are without end and your mercies cannot be counted. Make us aware of the 

shortness and uncertainty of human life, and let your Holy Spirit lead us in holiness and 

righteousness all the days of our life, so that, when we shall have served you in our generation, 

we may be gathered to our ancestors, having the testimony of a good conscience, in the 

communion of your Church, in the confidence of a certain faith, in the comfort of a holy hope, in 

favor with you, our God, and in peace with all humanity; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

OPTION E: At the burial of a child 

O God our Father, your beloved Son took children into his arms and blessed them. Give us grace, 

we pray, that we may entrust  name  to your never-failing care and love, and bring us all to your 

heavenly kingdom; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

READING OF THE OBITUARY 

 

EULOGY (optional) 

 

READINGS 

 

Old Testament: ______________________     Psalm: ________________________________ 

 

New Testament:______________________    Gospel:_________________________________ 

 

 

SERMON 

 

HYMN/ SPECIAL MUSIC 

 

CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 



the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

PRAYERS 

Let us pray. Almighty God, you have knit your chosen people together in one communion, in the 

mystical body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Give to your whole Church in heaven and on 

earth your light and your peace. 

Hear us, Lord. 

Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection may die to sin and rise 

to newness of life and that through the grave and gate of death we may pass with him to our 

joyful resurrection. 

Hear us, Lord. 

Grant to us who are still in our pilgrimage, and who walk as yet by faith, that your Holy Spirit 

may lead us in holiness and righteousness all our days. 

Hear us, Lord. 

Grant to your faithful people pardon and peace, that we may be cleansed from all our sins and 

serve you with a quiet mind. 

Hear us, Lord. 

Grant to all who mourn a sure confidence in your loving care, that, casting all their sorrow on 

you, they may know the consolation of your love. 

Hear us, Lord. 

Give courage and faith to those who are bereaved, that they may have strength to meet the days 

ahead in the comfort of a holy and certain hope, and in the joyful expectation of eternal life with 

those they love. 

Hear us, Lord. 

Help us, we pray, in the midst of things we cannot understand, to believe and trust in the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, and the resurrection to life everlasting. 

Hear us, Lord. 

Grant us grace to entrust  name  to your never-failing love which sustained him/her in this life. 

Receive him/her into the arms of your mercy, and remember him/her according to the favor you 

bear for your people. 

Hear us, Lord. 

God of all grace, you sent your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to bring life and immortality to 

light. We give you thanks because by his death Jesus destroyed the power of death and by his 

resurrection has opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. Make us certain that because he 

lives we shall live also, and that neither death nor life, nor things present nor things to come shall 

be able to separate us from your love which is in Christ Jesus our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen 



 

 

 

 

(If Communion Is Chosen.  If Not Communion Proceed To Lord’s  Prayer and 

Commendation) 

 

DIALOGUE 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise 

to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who brought to light the living hope of a 

blessed resurrection, that, in our grief, we may rejoice in full assurance of our change into the 

likeness of his glory. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 

name and join their unending hymn: 

SANCTUS 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might: 

Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

THANKSGIVING 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 



Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

COMMUNION 

 

COMMUNION HYMN/ SPECIAL MUSIC 

 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

grant us peace. 

 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen 

Thank the Lord and sing his praise; tell ev’ryone what he has done. 

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear his name. 

He recalls his promises and leads his people forth in joy 

with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

 

Let us pray. 

OPTION A: We give you thanks, almighty God 

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this 

gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith 

toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

OPTION B: Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord 

Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of those whom you have fed 

with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

OPTION C: Almighty God, you gave your Son 



Almighty God, you gave your Son both as a sacrifice for sin and a model of the godly life. 

Enable us to receive him always with thanksgiving, and to conform our lives to his; through the 

same Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

COMMENDATION 

 

Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant,  name . Acknowledge, we humbly 

beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of your own 

redeeming. Receive him/her into the arms of your mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting 

peace, and into the glorious company of the saints in light. 

Amen 

 

COMMITTAL 

 

Almighty God, by the death and burial of Jesus, your anointed, you have destroyed death and 

sanctified the graves of all your saints. Keep our brother/sister, whose body we now lay to rest, 

in the company of all your saints and, at the last, raise him/her up to share with all your faithful 

people the endless joy and peace won through the glorious resurrection of Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen 

One of the following lessons may be read. 

OPTION A: The hour has come for the Son of man to be glorified (John 12:23-26) 

And Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of man to be glorified. Truly, truly, I 

say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it 

bears much fruit. He who loves his life loses it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep 

it for eternal life. If anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, there shall my 

servant be also; if anyone serves me, the Father will honor him.” (John 12:23-26) 

OPTION B: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed (1 Corinthians 15:51-57) 

Lo! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the 

twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised 

imperishable, and we shall be changed. For this perishable nature must put on the imperishable, 

and this mortal nature must put on immortality. When the perishable puts on the imperishable, 

and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written: “Death is 

swallowed up in a victory.” “O death, where is thy victory? O death, where is thy sting?” The 

sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the 

victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Corinthians 15:51-57) 

OPTION C: But our commonwealth is in heaven (Philippians 3:20-21) 

But our commonwealth is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who 

will change our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power which enables him even to 

subject all things to himself. (Philippians 3:20-21) 

The coffin is lowered into the grave or placed in its resting place. Earth may be cast on the coffin 

as the minister says: 

OPTION A: In sure and certain hope of the resurrection 



In sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life through our Lord Jesus Christ, we 

commend to almighty God our brother/sister,  name , and we commit his/her body to the ground / 

the deep / the elements / its resting place; earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust. The Lord 

bless him/her and keep him/her. The Lord makes his face shine on him/her and be gracious to 

him/her. The Lord look upon him/her with favor and give him/her ☩ peace. 

OPTION B: Since almighty God has called 

Since almighty God has called our brother/sister,  name , from this life to himself, we commit 

his/her body to the earth from which it was made / the deep / the elements / its resting place. 

Christ was the first to rise from the dead, and we know that he will raise up our mortal bodies to 

be like his in glory. We commend our brother/sister to the Lord: May the Lord receive him/her 

into his peace and raise him/her up on the last day. 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

Lord Jesus, by your death you took away the sting of death. Grant to us, your servants, so to 

follow in faith where you have led the way, that we may at length fall asleep peacefully in you 

and wake in your likeness; to you, the author and giver of life, be all honor and glory, now and 

forever. 

Amen 

Then may be said: 

Rest eternal grant him/her, O Lord; 

and let light perpetual shine upon him/her. 

The minister blesses the people. 

The God of peace—who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great shepherd 

of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant—make you perfect in every good 

work to do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; through Jesus Christ, 

to whom be glory forever and ever. 

Amen 

Let us go in peace. 
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